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of criminal offending and criminal victimization. Some scholars suggest that criminal 
justice refers more to the policy aspects of crime, whereas criminology applies more to 
the behavioral aspects of offending and victimization. While these perspectives offer 
tidy descriptions, separating the two in practice is messy. For instance, some schol-
ars conduct research on the behavior of police officers. Others conduct research on the  
interaction of victims with policing agencies. Others examine jurors’ responses to victims 
of violence and their likelihood to render a guilty verdict based on the characteristics of 
the offender.

The fields of criminal justice and criminology are extensive, and opportunities for careers 
as academics, practitioners, and advocates are widely available. Overall, the two disciplines 
are intertwined in ways that are often indistinguishable. Many criminal justice programs 
offer courses in criminology, and many criminology departments offer courses in criminal 
justice. Content and research cannot easily be pigeonholed into one or the other category. 
The material presented in this text reflects that overlap. You will be exposed to criminal 
justice as well as criminology material. Together, this information offers a comprehensive 
overview.

CHAPTER WRAP-UP
This chapter explored the nature of crime and the controversies surrounding definitions, 

types of crimes, different perspectives, and legal changes over time. The material and examples 
demonstrated that the criminal justice system fluctuates over time, changes given advances in 
technology, and is believed by many to act differently dependent on the characteristics of the 
victim, the offender, and the crime committed. The problematic relationship between crime 
and the media also was addressed in this chapter. Understanding crime and the media is vitally 
important for all students of criminal justice. It is our hope that this inclusion offers the basics 
and raises questions that lead to greater exploration of the topic. We introduced four individ-
uals personally entangled with the criminal justice system as victims or offenders and their 
stories. The remainder of this text continues their stories as they wend their way through the 
system. Keeping in mind the road map as well as the role of the victim in the system, you will 
follow each of our case studies as it takes its unique path through the system.

CONTEMPLATING CAREERS

Contemplating a Career in Criminal Justice
The information in this chapter is indicative of 

a large and far-reaching criminal justice system. 
The size and breadth of the criminal justice system 
has implications in terms of the many career and 
job opportunities available. Positions include victim 
advocates; researchers; probation and parole 
officers; federal, state, and local law enforcement 
agents; prosecutors; defense attorneys; judges; 
prison psychologists; reentry specialists; law clerks; 
and corrections officers. Each of these positions 
(and others not noted here) benefit from individuals 

wishing to help others and make society a better place. 
Additional personal characteristics such as being a 
leader, inquisitive, detail-oriented, and organized may 
point to specific careers for you. In the remainder of 
the text, many of these important careers and specific 
personality characteristics associated with them are 
highlighted.
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